














Landscape Character and
Scenic Integrity





The Forest Plan has designated 11 Concern level 1 and Concern level 2 road 
corridors that travel through the project area and approximately 3 miles of the 
North Pend Oreille River Scenic Byway Hwy 20 is in the project area





the main scenic quality objective prescribed to scenic landscape travel routes, with range of 
scenic integrity levels from High to Moderate – or Retention To Partial Retention VQO’s
Cultural values and features along with ecological characteristics describe the image or “sense of  
place” of an area.



Scenic Integrity 
Objective (SIO) 

Definition 

VERY HIGH  
(Preservation VQO) 

Unaltered. Landscape is intact with only minor changes from the valued 
landscape character associated with significant scenic landscapes. This 
SIO is typically (but not exclusively) associated with specially designated 
areas such as wilderness or other designations that imply the landscape 
is natural-appearing and only ecological changes occur  

 

HIGH 
(Retention VQO) 

Appears Unaltered. Management activities are unnoticed and the 
landscape character appears unaltered.  

MODERATE 
(Partial Retention VQO) 

Slightly Altered. Management activities are noticeable but are 
subordinate to the landscape character. The landscape appears slightly 
altered.  

LOW 
(Modification VQO) 

Moderately Altered. Management activities are evident and sometimes 
dominate the landscape character but are designed to blend with 
surroundings by repeating line, form, color, texture of landscape character 
attributes. The landscape appears altered.  

VERY LOW 
(Maximum Modification 

VQO) 

Heavily Altered. Management activities create a “heavily altered 
landscape.” Changes may strongly dominate the landscape.  

UNACCEPTABLY LOW 
(for inventory purposes 
only, not a management 

objective) 

Unacceptable Modification. Management activities create an extremely 
altered landscape. Deviations are extremely dominant and borrow little if 
any form, line, color, texture, pattern or scale from the landscape 
character. Landscapes at this level of integrity need rehabilitation.  

 



The trend is that scenery and 
sense of place are really 
important in every landscape 
character type regardless of 
allocation.  

People have a tie to the 
landscape, integration of 
Scenery Management in the 
Sxwuytn-Kaniksu Connections 
Project planning will help 
address the concerns of 
visitors and everyone who 
cares about the incredible 
scenic resources that we 
manage. 


